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Graduate Teaching Certificate Program
Workshop/Seminar Review Form 
Date: ___April 1, 2016___________________


Workshop/Seminar Title: ​​​​​​​___State Your Case: Teaching Students to Develop and Support Thesis Statements______
Presenter/Facilitator: _____Ariel Schnee__________________
Please keyboard your answers into this document using as much space as it takes to fully answer each question. Being a word document, the space below each question will expand as you type, pushing the rest of the questions farther down the page.  
Once complete, please upload to your ePortfolio. Remember, the Graduate Teaching Certificate requires that you have attended and reviewed six pedagogical workshops or seminars.
1. Explain the central topic and purpose of the workshop/seminar.  What are the presenter/facilitator’s goals for this workshop?
Helping students develop their thesis and determine the claims they want to focus on. Many writers are not comfortable making claims or do not understand how to properly support those claims. 
2. What information in the workshop/seminar was most valuable to you?  

The basic steps of essay writing that may help students outline their responses. The first three steps are focused on reading and understanding the key focal points in the prompt. The next few steps involve outlining the paper and inserting the details into their outline. I felt like the seven-step process can be very helpful for students who struggle with organization in writing.
3. How will you connect that information to your own pedagogical endeavors?

The outlining of an essay can provide the foundation and framework to give students confidence in their writing. I want my students to feel confident and empowered in their educational pursuits. This process can allow students to take control of the knowledge that they have, and then they have a place to fill in the gaps. Writing out their claims and fleshing out the details on paper in an outline can provide the visual cues to show students how much they know. Proper outlining of arguments can also allow students to research further. They can see exactly what they don’t understand and have the power to gain more information in those areas.
4. After attending this workshop/seminar, what additional information would you like to seek about this subject?
Critical reading is a concept that many students may not be skilled at. I would like to explore exercises in critical reading and comprehensive. I may try dialoguing with small groups about an assignment after the instructions are given, discussion forums on Canvas for questions, and writing exercises about the prompt.
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