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Graduate Teaching Certificate Program
Workshop/Seminar Review Form 
Date: _____Mar. 8, 2016_________________


Workshop/Seminar Title: ​​​​​​​__The Power of Creativity: Teaching Student to Explore Voice and Identity in their Writing___
Presenter/Facilitator: ____Octavius Jones___________________
Please keyboard your answers into this document using as much space as it takes to fully answer each question. Being a word document, the space below each question will expand as you type, pushing the rest of the questions farther down the page.  
Once complete, please upload to your ePortfolio. Remember, the Graduate Teaching Certificate requires that you have attended and reviewed six pedagogical workshops or seminars.
1. Explain the central topic and purpose of the workshop/seminar.  What are the presenter/facilitator’s goals for this workshop?
To teach methods and provide resources that help incorporate creativity into the classroom. All students have their own voice that should not be silenced through academia. This workshop provided information on creativity across disciplines, exercises to find your voice, and how to help students find their voice.
2. What information in the workshop/seminar was most valuable to you?  
This workshop highlighted the limitations and boundaries that we place on students within the classroom. Assignment details, rubrics, and academic style can squash creativity. There are many ways to embed personal voice within every assignment. The best quote was, “If you place a fence around people you will end up with sheep.” We should reward courage, within reason and assignment objectives, so that students feel like they can think outside the box. Scholarship progresses because of new ideas and creative minds.
3. How will you connect that information to your own pedagogical endeavors?
This concept relies heavily on self-efficacy. My philosophy is focused on helping students help themselves and take control of their learning. Allowing for creativity and pushing students to think outside the box will contribute to their sense of positive control. I agree that strict confines will keep students from reaching their full potentials. Every student has a different learning style. I want to support and foster unique products that stem from these differences; I want students to connect with their writing because it has their voice.
4. After attending this workshop/seminar, what additional information would you like to seek about this subject?
It is much easier to incorporate creativity into the social sciences and liberal arts, but hard sciences may be more difficult. I would like to have more resources for helping students from the hard sciences disciplines with creativity. 
Poem Activity:

I am from boots, from brushes and Stetsons.

I am from the two stoplight, everyone knows everything, small town America.

I am from the dirt blowing through the air, the mid-Summer alfalfa ready for harvest, and the horses waiting in the barn.
I am from Moonlight Pizza every Friday night after the basketball game. From Mom and Dad cheering in the stands and the Monday paper praising the team. 
I am from the Shakespeare on my bookshelf, the cheerleading uniform in my closet, and abundance of looks for every day.

I am from the try everything at least once and the keep searching until you find your passion.

From you can be anything you want: a cowgirl, a cheerleader, a jock, and a nerd. From the big city dreams to the small town familiarity. 

I am from church on Christmas Eve, but then finding my own way to understand the world.
I’m from an unknown ancestral place. Not because I couldn’t find out, but because I don’t care to ask.

I am from the future, the place I am going to be, and hope for tomorrow. I am from Me.
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