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Workshop/Seminar Title: ​​​​​​​____Using Tests as a Learning Tool: Online Implementation of a Mastery Model of Practice Testing
Presenter/Facilitator: ___Ed DeLosh____________________
Please keyboard your answers into this document using as much space as it takes to fully answer each question. Being a word document, the space below each question will expand as you type, pushing the rest of the questions farther down the page.  
Once complete, please upload to your ePortfolio. Remember, the Graduate Teaching Certificate requires that you have attended and reviewed six pedagogical workshops or seminars.
1. Explain the central topic and purpose of the workshop/seminar.  What are the presenter/facilitator’s goals for this workshop?
This seminar discussed the effectiveness of the “mastery model” of practice testing for student learning and engagement. Cognitive psychology research has correlated improved learning and information retention with the use of practice testing alongside spaced study. Canvas allows for automated practice tests that are tailored to each student’s mastery of the topic and needs. 
2. What information in the workshop/seminar was most valuable to you?  

The most valuable information was the student feedback and results from the implementation of the mastery model of testing. It is easy to see the value of this method from the teaching side, but understanding the student perspective can be lost at times. The feedback that Dr. DeLosh has received has been overwhelmingly positive. It seems that students do understand that practice testing and mastery enhance the learning process. 
3. How will you connect that information to your own pedagogical endeavors?

The mastery model of practice testing fits into my teaching philosophy and classroom goals of promoting student efficacy and independence in their learning. The students have control over their learning as they work through the practice tests and gaining mastery. The feedback from the practice tests can direct the students to the information they missed and motivate them to revisit the concepts. The student can take the test as many times as they choose for the grade they desire and control their level of preparedness. I would alter the format from Dr. DeLosh however. He chooses to provide the correct answer to the students with an explanation of why it is correct. To increase the efficacy and independence of my students I would instead provide the information and resources where the correct answer can be found. For example, I would provide the page numbers or chapters that the concept is located in their textbook, the lecture that covered that concept, or examples from class. 
4. After attending this workshop/seminar, what additional information would you like to seek about this subject?
This concept was explained in terms of science-based courses that lend themselves to multiple choice testing. I would like to find more information on ways to implement electronic practice testing for writing classes and other liberal arts disciplines where multiple-choice tests are more difficult. I prefer short answer and essay formatted testing to encourage students to recall and utilize the information in applicable ways. 
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