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Workshop/Seminar Title: ​​​​​​​_____Overcoming barriers to learning in large STEM classrooms
Using simple technologies & techniques in a large classroom to facilitate learning for all

Presenter/Facilitator: ___Dr. Jennifer McLEan______________
Please keyboard your answers into this document using as much space as it takes to fully answer each question. Being a word document, the space below each question will expand as you type, pushing the rest of the questions farther down the page.  
Once complete, please upload to your ePortfolio. Remember, the Graduate Teaching Certificate requires that you have attended and reviewed six pedagogical workshops or seminars.
1. Explain the central topic and purpose of the workshop/seminar.  What are the presenter/facilitator’s goals for this workshop?
This workshop discussed strategies to enhance learning and retention in the classroom. Research has established that lectures are the least effective method of teaching, however most classrooms are structured that way. This workshop assessed techniques to enhance learning alongside the traditional lecture format to accommodate multiple learning modes.
2. What information in the workshop/seminar was most valuable to you?  

The lecture capture technology was incredibly valuable for me as it is another tool to allow efficacy in student learning. The lectures and screen are recorded and available for students to playback at home. At first I was concerned that class attendance would decrease, however Dr. McLean’s data over 10 semesters showed that attendance remained the same regardless of lecture capture availability. This technology allows students to review the material as they see fit. The annotated PowerPoint is another strategy that allows for additional paths of learning on top of lecture. Using a tablet allows the instructor to draw, highlight, and interact with the PowerPoint in non-traditional ways.
3. How will you connect that information to your own pedagogical endeavors?

The focus on agency in student learning is the key concept for my teaching philosophy. Utilizing many strategies for learning allows students to identify with the type of learning that suits them the most. Teaching students what strategies work the best for them will allow them to be more independent moving forward. Some students may learn from lecture, others from practice testing, some by hands on or demonstrations, and other still by visual cues. Incorporating lecture capture, annotated PowerPoint, and group assignments can be easily integrated into a curriculum to make a more inclusive classroom environment. 
4. After attending this workshop/seminar, what additional information would you like to seek about this subject?
I would like to find more information on Lecture Capture technology. Not only would I like to incorporate this into lecture, but also I would like to find more research on effectiveness. Based on the information I received today lecture capture does not drastically increase instructor workload, but enhances the learning environment and increases material retention.
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